Edison Online Calculus

Instructor: Mr. Jeffrey D. Ultee



Course liaison: Mr. Barry Rideout
Phone: (610) 983-4080 x1033



Email: brideout@provostsystems.com
Email: jefulte@phoenixville.edisonlearning.com
Course Description

Welcome to online calculus! This is a relatively new program at Renaissance Academy (RA) started last year. Last year, this course was offered as an independent learning option to students who had trouble succeeding in the Immaculata calculus course. These students, however, struggled with the independent learning aspect of the course. This year, we are offering a more structured course that is taught by a live teacher (me) as well as online. The course will be taught over in the span of a full school year, so it will be easier to pace yourself to understand this challenging material.

This online calculus course is designed by EdisonLearning, the same nationwide company that administers our school. It covers material taught in typical college Calculus I, II, and III courses. Although the course is considered high school level, it is by no means an easy course! Calculus may be the most difficult math you have ever taken, as it requires analytical thinking skills in a realm of math that is new to you. Calculus is cumulative, meaning that what you learn in one lesson will be applied in subsequent lessons. Therefore, it is crucial that you stay well on top of the course from the very beginning until completion. Doing so will allow you succeed with flying colors and no regrets (.

Lesson Structure

The course is structured in the following manner:

· It is divided into four parts. (Each part represents one marking period.)

· Each part is divided into three units.

· Each unit is divided into three weeks.

· Each week is divided into five lessons.

This structure implies that there are 180 lessons in this course. An RA school year is 195 days. Keep in mind that there will be occasions in which our class is not held. Therefore, please plan to tackle one lesson per day!

Daily Routine

The following outline describes the general class routine. It is subject to change depending on the class situation.

· Do-Now. Just like any class, your day begins with a Do-Now. This Do-Now is written on the board. It will be either directly related to the course or logical brainteasers. Please begin it as soon as you walk into the room. 

· Review last night’s homework. Please be sure to ask questions on problems or concepts that you do not understand.
· Lesson quiz. You will take an online assessment covering yesterday’s lesson. If you finish early, you can begin looking through the next lesson’s PowerPoint packet.
· New lesson. These will usually be PowerPoints. There will be hole-punched handouts for each lesson.
· Exit slip. This closing activity is your opportunity to give me feedback on how well you understood the lesson and address any concerns that you may have.
Materials Needed

Please arrive to class each day ready to learn. You will need to have the following materials:
1. Writing implement. I would suggest bringing two pencils. 
2. Binder. You will get hole-punched PowerPoint handouts for each lesson, so I would suggest using a ½-1” binder instead of a spiral notebook and folder. I ask that you keep this syllabus in your binder.
3. Lined paper. Please keep this in your binder. You will be using this for scratch work and homework. 
4. Calculator. I would suggest graphing, but you can get by with a scientific calculator. Please no cell phone calculators, as discussed in the class rules.
5. Your agenda. You will need this primarily for situations in which you need to leave class. I do plan to enforce this policy. While I may grant you permission to leave without an agenda, do keep in mind that three non-agenda departures create grounds for a lunch detention
.
Assessments

Assessment will take place as follows:

· Daily Assessment (DA). This is a five-question, auto-scored, multiple-choice quiz taken after each lesson. Sometimes, though, a Weekly Quiz or Unit Exam will replace a DA. DA’s are worth 10 points (2 pts/question).

· Weekly Quiz (WQ). Given after lessons 5 and 10 in each unit. There are 15 auto-scored multiple choice questions and four short-answer questions that are graded by me. The quiz is worth 50 points (2 pts per MC question. 5 pts per short-answer question).
· Unit Exam (UE). Given after the last lesson, lesson 15, of every unit. It consists of 35 MC questions (2 pts. each) and six short-answer questions (5 pts. each), totaling 100 points per UE.
The following expectations hold for assessments:

· Be confident with the material before taking an assessment. Keep in mind that there may be questions applying the content of the lesson that are not like the lesson’s examples. I encourage you to ask questions before taking an assessment. Once the assessment begins, please do not expect me to provide content-related help
· Assessments are open-notes and open-book. Feel free to refer back to the textbook, online lessons, or PowerPoint lessons to help you. You cannot use another person though other than me or another math teacher at this school.  

· You are on your honor. I intend to hold assessments during class. However, there may be times when you need to taken an assessment outside of class without supervision. I trust your honesty provided that you sign the appropriate spot on the signature page of this syllabus. Please adhere to the previous bullet point for expectations in this regard.
· Please show work when appropriate on short answer questions. Your work is worth far more than your answer, as it is your way of justifying the answer that you believe to be correct. Pretend that I don’t have an answer key and that you are simply arguing your point like you would in an English essay. 
· Please stick to our pace. As a class, we are a community, so I would like everyone to be at the same place. Even though you can complete assessments ahead of time, I ask that you don’t until our designated assessment time. If you feel that the class moves to quickly or slowly for you, I would be happy to discuss alternative options with you.
Absentee Policy
Please keep up with the class even on days that you are absent. The following procedure explains what to do for each day that you are absent. 
1. Do homework assigned the last day you were present in class as normal.

2. Email me with any questions that you may have on that homework.

3. Complete the quiz from that lesson.

4. Download the next PowerPoint lesson online at http://mrultee.angelfire.com. Feel free to use the Provost online lessons, textbook, or a classmate to help you understand the material. Furthermore, you are always welcome to ask me questions via email. 
5. Attempt the homework problems.
6. If you will be in class the next day, you may ask questions on homework at that time. If not, please repeat steps 2-6. 
I understand that a variety of circumstances may prevent you from following this procedure as written. Please contact me in such situations to devise an alternate plan.
Class Rules

1. Please be on time. This way, we can get started right away. 

a. Class starts at 1:18 PM on regular school days. 

b. The remote location of the classroom does not excuse tardiness, as the school is small. 

c. Please bring a pass if you were with another staff member. Otherwise, you will need to get a pass from the office on days that you are late. 

d. Three unexcused tardies result in a referral to the Dean of Students.

2. Please adhere to the school’s uniform policy. 

a. This includes:

i. Tucked-in shirts. (Short uniform shirts may be worn at the waste line at teacher discretion.)

ii. T-shirts underneath being of no color other than black, white, or gray.

iii. Non-uniform garments, such as sweatshirts and hats, may not be brought into class at any time. (Room temperature is not an excuse. Please plan on it with the appropriate uniform top.)

b. Dress code violations are referred to the Dean of Students. 

3. Please keep cell phones, iPods, and other electronic devices away. You are supposed to keep phones in your locker during the day. A cell phone’s calculator feature does not qualify as an exception. This rule is enforced with confiscations as detailed in the school handbook. 

4. Please keep away from Mrs. Vail’s desk area. We want to respect her room that she is allowing us to use.

5. Please observe the Code of Conduct at all times.
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Miscellaneous Notes

· Grading. Your grade is based entirely on your online assessments, as described earlier. Grades at RA are reported as numbers rather than letters. A grade of 64.5% or higher is considered passing.
· Course errors. Last year, students and I found many errors with the online course. This year, those errors should be fixed, but we may find more. Please speak up if you find what appears to be an error. 

· First, approach me to verify that your identified “error” is really an error.

· Second, email Mr. Barry Rideout, our course liaison, at brideout@provostsystems.com describing your error. 

· This syllabus is subject to change. Please keep in mind that, while every effort is made to structure this course well, the course is new. Please be prepared for syllabus changes that may need to occur. 

· I am open to suggestions. If there is something that you need to tell me, feel free to address me privately. When doing so, please show me the same level of respect that I would show you. 

· Let’s make it a great year! I am very excited to be teaching this course. I hope to share a meaningful and rewarding learning experience with each of you!

Signatures

· I, ________________________________________ (print name), the student taking this course, have read and understood this syllabus.

Student signature: ________________________________________


· A parent or guardian of mine has also read and understood this syllabus:

Parent/guardian signature: __________________________________

· I, the student taking this course, understand that sometimes, assessments will need to be taken without teacher supervision. When taking any assessment, I agree to use only class notes and resources provided to me. I will not get help from another person.

Signature: ________________________________________

I AM HERE TO LEARN!





Therefore, I will…





Respect myself, others, and the environment


Cooperate with all school personnel.


Do nothing to keep the teacher from teaching, or anyone, including myself, from learning.








� A student may opt to serve an after-school detention instead of a lunch detention.
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